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Northern Star was now 32,692: its price was 4!^., the profits
were considerable, and as the vast majority of copies were
taken in by beerhouses or other places where they were read by
the customers, its effective circulation must have been enormous.
Little brains though this bull-necked and noisy giant pos-
sessed, he had instinctive cunning, and his suggestions were far
from being as imbecile as his opponents believed. He was
partly responsible for the decision to have nothing to do with
the Anti-Corn Law7 League, in which he fitly represented the
hatred of the Chartists against the employers who financed that
body. His suggestions had something to do with the decision
to transfer the Convention to Birmingham on May 13. A
political crisis had enforced a delay in presenting the Petition:
since "ulterior measures" had to be concerted in the event of
its refusal, there was a good tactical reason for doing this in a
town whose governors had till recently been prominent
Chartists. Lovett and Harney, in unexpected alliance, then
united in passing the " eight questions of the Convention,55 an
interrogatory to be administered to all Chartist meetings up
to July i. It was now clear that the Petition would be refused,
and the audiences were asked if they would start a run on the
banks, if they would carry out a "Sacred Month,'5 if they
would boycott hostile dealers and newspapers, and if they had
armed themselves.
Both the Convention and the Government were seriously
preparing for a conflict. What seemed a rehearsal for it took
place on July 4. Chartist speakers were steadily defying the
Birmingham magistrates' ban on meetings in the Bull Ring.
On this day the Mayor imported sixty of the new London
police and set them on the crowd, on which they tried their
new tactics. The Chartists, however, fought back, and the
police were actually driven off until soldiers were brought in to
aid them. Later in the same evening there was a fresh affray,
in which the authorities again came off second best; but in the
end, as was inevitable, the city remained in their control. The
Convention issued a furious placard denouncing the behaviour
of its one-time allies, and for signing it Lovett was arrested and
put in prison.
While his sobering but uninspired influence was removed,